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DSPL4 CONFERENCE

SSR LINK

WEBSITE

DSPL4 CONTACTS
Adrienne and Laura - DSPL4 Manager - dspl4manager@wormleyprimary.co.uk

Lisa- DSPL4 SEND Lead - llee@wormleyprimary.co.uk
Sandra - DSPL4 Post 16 Transition Coordinator - smahoney1@hrc.ac.uk

 DSPL4 Conference 15.01.2026 at Fanhams Hall,
We look forward to seeing you there!!

Arrival time 8.40-8.50am
Finish time 3.30pm

Read about the latest SEND

NEWS in Herts....

View SEND NEWS!

And Nationally....

Local Gov Association

SEND NEWS TRANSITION
Ask Sali have planned a couple of KS2/3

transition coffee mornings for yr4/5/6

parents of SEND children to ease their

concerns over transition to secondary. 

26  January 9-10.30am Brooklands Juniorth

20th April, 9:-10:30am, High Leigh .

As mentioned in the last

newsletter, for Middleton

Outreach support please use

the SSR form found here on

the grid.

 SENCo SEND Provision Briefings:

Thursday 12th February 2026 16:00-16:45

Wednesday 25th February 2026 16:00-16:45

These sessions will provide a clear overview of the work

underway to shape our new SEND Provision Strategy,

focusing on strengthening local SEND provision and our

shared mission with mainstream schools to lead

meaningful change.

SEND PROVISION

https://www.dspl4.co.uk/
https://www.dspl4.co.uk/
https://sendnews.hertfordshire.gov.uk/15-december-2025
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send-reform
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/CYRequestForm/
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/CYRequestForm/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MWUyMjM4ZGUtMmI5ZS00MDVkLWFkOGYtZWNjZTUwNjhlMWY5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2253e92c36-6617-4e71-a989-dd739ad32a4d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22f719cbf6-ec95-4d09-b8e0-e62ddb9ef202%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODMxNjFjZWQtZTFmOC00MGFjLWE1Y2QtZDRmZWFmYWNkYWI2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2253e92c36-6617-4e71-a989-dd739ad32a4d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22f719cbf6-ec95-4d09-b8e0-e62ddb9ef202%22%7d


New SEND Training page on the Grid, that
collates information on training opportunities

and how to keep up to date. 

SENCO Briefings are now fully funded for
Hertfordshire maintained schools and

academies as part of our contract with HFL.
You can book your place through DSPL

Managers or visit HFL Education Hub Shop if
you are not a maintained school or academy. 

SEND Academy Training for next half term
will focus on Education, Health and Care

Needs Assessment request. Further
information on the SEND Academy Website
(login: SENDAcademy; password: Herts321)
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HERTS SEND TRAINING

HERTS CONTACTS
Laura Tolley- SEND Panel Manager - Laura.Tolley@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Katy Alexander -VSEND & SENDIAGO Katy.Alexander@hertfordshire.gov.uk
Sally Glossop - County Lead for Graduated Response and Statutory

Assessment - Sally.Glossop@hertfordshire.gov.uk

LHNF
Next term will be the last time to be able to claim for LHNF before the change

to a new funding system in April named Focus Intervention Funding. We have A

LOT of money left in our budget which has to be spent by March. Please get

your applications in if you have any children with needs at targeted plus or

above where you have targeted plus level support or above in place and support

provided in school for this.  Please refer to the guidance for this on our website

S&L

.

New Training for Speech
and Language have been
added and the flyers are

attached. 

Contact Kayleigh Clayton -
kayleigh.clayton1@nhs.net

for any further information
or queries.

https://thegrid.org.uk/send-and-additional-needs/send-training/special-educational-needs-and-disability-training
https://hub.hfleducation.org/shop?name=SEND%2520briefing
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/professionals/send-academy/send-academy.aspx
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MENTAL HEALTH

Speech, language and communication
Neurodiversity

Mental health and wellbeing
Learning difficulties and disabilities

Deafness and sight loss
Physical needs

Behaviours that challenge

SIM

DSPL4 LINK CONTACTS
DSPL4 Speech and Language - Kayleigh Clayton - kayleigh.clayton1@nhs.net

DSPL4 EY SEND Lead Teacher Katie Dean - Katie.Dean@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
DSPL4 Send Implementation Support Officer (SISO) - Lily Crane

Lily.Crane@hertfordshire.gov.uk

SERVICE DIRECTORIES

Mental Health Lead Introduction  
21.01.26 (face2face in Stevenage) 

03.03.26 (online)
Mental Health Lead Refresher Training 

12.01.26 (online)
24.03.26 (online)

To book your place please email
schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk

DSPL4 commissions work from

Strength in Mind to offer a range

of therapeutic interventions.

Please visit our DSPL4 website for

more information and the referral

form.

Welcome to the December edition

of Hertfordshire's CYPMHS

newsletter, for professionals

working with the county's children

and young people.

CYPMHS NEWS

EMWIE
Please see the latest EMWIE

newsletter December 2025, which

you can access here: Emotional &

Mental Wellbeing in Education -

Dec 2025

TA TRAINING
28.01.26  Cognition and Learning support in the

classroom 1.30-3pm

Please sign up here

 See flyer attached!

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-people/speech-language-and-communication.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/resources-for-parents-and-professionals/the-neurodiversity-hub.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-people/mental-health-and-wellbeing.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-people/learning-difficulties.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-people/deafness-and-sight-loss.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-people/physical-needs.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-people/behaviours-that-challenge.aspx
https://www.dspl4.co.uk/page/?title=Strength+In+Mind&pid=75
https://herts-camhs.tfemagazine.co.uk/december-2025
https://herts-camhs.tfemagazine.co.uk/december-2025
https://herts-camhs.tfemagazine.co.uk/december-2025
https://emwie.tfemagazine.co.uk/
https://emwie.tfemagazine.co.uk/
https://emwie.tfemagazine.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/e/sKxVqmPDGK


DSPL4DSPL4 DATESDATES
SENCO

MELSA

DSPL4 Conference 15.01.26
Fanhams Hall Click here to book

Senco Forum 12.02.26 1-3pm
 

HfL Senco Briefing 12.03.26 1.30-3.30

MELSA Supervision

21.01.26 and 4.03.26
9-9.45am

Mental Health Leads Network Meeting 

 EY and Primary. 
11.02.26  1.30-3pm online

Secondary Pastoral Leads Meeting
04.02.26  4.-5.15pm

LHNF MENTAL HEALTH

e

LHNF deadline 09.01.26

LHNF Panel  20.01.26 9.30-11am
Settings to attend:  Squiggles Preschool,

Monkey Puzzle Day Nursery, Longlands

St Catherine’s, Bonneygrove, Broxbourne

Secondary

GRADUATED APPROACH

BEHAVIOUR SURGERIES
Secondary Behaviour Surgery - online

 4.12.25 and 18.12.25 8.30-9.30am 

Primary Behaviour Surgery - online

10.12.25 8-9am

EY CONTACTS
DSPL4 EY Emotional, Wellbeing and Behaviour Specialist - Denise Filer

Denise.Filer@hertfordshire.gov.uk
DSPL4 EY Inclusion Advisor - Kay Smith  Kay.smith@hertfordshire.gov.uk

EY Inclusion Development Officer - Mary -Mary.ONeill@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Graduated Approach 

17.12.26  09:30-11:30 Teams

Please book your space via

the website.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dspl-4-annual-conference-tickets-1673332997039?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/send-academy?term=graduated%20approach


Face to face 
training available to book Spring Term 2026

Children & Young Peoples Speech & Language 
Therapy Service

speech and language therapy, speech, language, Children's speech and language therapy, speech therapy, SALT, SLT | Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust (hct.nhs.uk)

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/children-and-young-people-speech-and-language-therapy


Children & Young Peoples Speech & Language 

Training available to book for Spring Term 2026 
suitable for Early Years staff and settings

Therapy Service

speech and language therapy, speech, language, Children's speech and language therapy, speech therapy, SALT, SLT | Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust (hct.nhs.uk)

Face to
face

Virtual

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/children-and-young-people-speech-and-language-therapy


Virtual Training available to book Spring Term
2026

Children & Young Peoples Speech & Language 
Therapy Service

speech and language therapy, speech, language, Children's speech and language therapy, speech therapy, SALT, SLT | Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust (hct.nhs.uk)

Social
Communication

in the Early 
Years

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/children-and-young-people-speech-and-language-therapy


Introducing SLT Training Webinars

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/-children-and-young-people-speech-and-language-therapy-training

Supporting 
speechsound 
development

Short webinar to
enable you to learn
how you can help
children to develop
their speech within
routine and play
activities

This webinar will teach
you about different
types of vocabulary
support and develop
your understanding of
strategies to use with
all students

Learn what glue
ear is, how it can
impact children
and their speech
and when a SLT
referral maybe
appropriate

Increase your
confidence in using

strategies to support
children with Speech,

Language and
Communication

Needs at home and 
in the classroom

Duration -30 mins Duration 35 mins Duration 8 mins Duration 17 mins

Supporting
vocabulary

development in 
secondary schools

Glue ear

Understanding 
SLCN



SEND Specialist Advice and Support - Hertfordshire County Council 

Whizzy’s Words-2 is a one-to-one early phonics
intervention (3 x 20 mins) for pupils who: 

• are struggling to learn Phase 2 sounds and are not 
yet blending or segmenting sounds in consonant-
vowel-consonant words. 

• have made very limited progress despite
implementation of individual catch-up using the 

phonics school’s own systematic synthetic 
programme. 

 
Please note: We are unable to accept cancellations once a place has been booked 

This training will: 

• 

• 

•

• 

Share how to accurately assess pupils’ needs and identify gaps in phonic knowledge 

Show how to identify appropriate targets for intervention 

Model how to deliver this multisensory, cumulative, highly structured intervention

Provide opportunities to practise elements of the intervention with colleagues 

Following training all attendees will receive a comprehensive set of electronic 
resources to aid successful delivery of this intervention back in school. 

Training delivered by experienced Cognition and Learning Specialist Advisory Teachers

For SENCOs & Teaching Assistants 

Cost: £60.00 per delegate 
To book a place on this training, please seeoverleaf.

If you have any queries, please contact: cognitionandlearningteam@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

mailto:SpLDTeam@hertfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:SpLDTeam@hertfordshire.gov.uk


SEND Specialist Advice and Support - Cognition and Learning Team 

Cost: £60.00 per delegate 

Any queries, please email: CognitionandLearningTeam@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Booking information see overleaf 

To know how to assess common exception words

To understand the importance of overlearning and the benefits of using 
multisensory strategies to teach spellin g 

To explore a range of multisensory strategies and games to teach and overlearn 
spellings 
To have a range of strategies to aid transference of taught spellings into 
independent writing 

This practical training for Primary and
Secondary (KS3) settings is aimed at: 

• Teaching Assistants new to the 
role 
Teaching Assistants who would 
like a refresher for supporting 
pupils with spelling difficulties 

• 

 

During this 2 hour training session we will explore why spelling is difficult for some 
pupils. The session will provide practical strategies for teaching spellings and ways to 

support recall back in the classroom. Helpful resources will be made during the session 
and others will be emailed to all delegates. 

Aims: 

• 

• 

To understand why some learners find spelling difficult 

To differentiate between phonically decodable words and common exception 

words
• 

• 

•

•

Hertfordshire Cognition and Learning Team 

Multisensory Spelling Strategies 

Please note: We are unable to accept cancellations once a place has been booked. 

mailto:CognitionandLearningTeam@hertfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:CognitionandLearningTeam@hertfordshire.gov.uk


This training is 2 hours long and will be delivered online via MS Teams. 
Please book spaces using the email below. 

To book a space please send delegate name, school email address and 
setting name to SLCNTraining@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

 

Hertfordshire Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs Training 

“SLCN and learning – essential training for teachers by teachers” 

This training will: 
�

�

�

 To book please send delegate name, 
setting and email address to 

SLCNTraining@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Unpick the crossover between SLCN and behaviour, and SLCN and social
and emotional difficulties.
Explore how unmet language and learning needs can present as 
emotional / behavioural difficulties. 
Help teachers and teaching assistants see beyond the presenting need to 
support the underlying unmet needs of the child or young person. 

T , 26th hursday  February 2026 
9:30 – 11:30 via MS Teams 



SLCNTraining@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Free Training
For

Primary and Secondary
School Staff 

“SLCN and learning – essential training for teachers by teachers” 

This training is 2hourslongandwillbe delivered onlineviaMS Teams. 
Please book spaces using the email below. 

Please note these training sessions are not suitable for Early Years settings. 

SLCN in the Primary
Classroom 

Hertfordshire Speech, Language and
Communication Needs Training 

SLCN in the Secondary
Classroom 

Tuesday, 24th March 2026
9:30 – 11:30 via MS Teams 

To book please email delegate name,
setting and email to

SLCNTraining@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

This training will: 

�
�
�

�

Tuesday, 10th March 2026
9:30 – 11:30 via MS Teams

Unpick the role that language plays in learning
Enable staff to identify barriers for CYPs around language and learning.
Demonstrate evidence-based ways teachers can support learners with
SLCN 
Develop teachers’ practice and competencies so they can enable 
learners to access language in the classroom 

To book please email delegate name,
setting and email to

SLCNTraining@hertfordshire.gov.uk 



Introduction into Trauma Workshop

Cost: £125.00

Time: 4:00pm – 5:30pm (1.5 hours)

What is covered?
What is Trauma?
Activity
Big T, Little T
Developmental, Relational and Intergenerational overview
Traumatic Events and Experiences
Physically and Mentally look like
Vagal nerve/internal working model
Impact of trauma and readiness to learn/ability
Relational Interventions/connection before correction
Protect, Relate, Regulate and Reflect model
Strategies to support children in the classroom
PACE

What is covered?
What is PACE (whole child)
Theory
Feelings direct action/emotions
Why use PACE?
Strategies

PACE – Follow on workshop

Contact: Lucie Melton – lucie.melton@riversesc.herts.sch.uk





DSPL TA Academy Training Offer  25/26

All training sessions are FREE and will be online 1.30pm - 3pm
Please sign up using the links below

SPRING TERM 2026

Wednesday 28th January - Cognition and Learning support in the classroom
https://forms.office.com/e/sKxVqmPDGK

Wednesday 17th March - Positive Behaviour Support strategies
https://forms.office.com/e/KxrX58nnUm

SUMMER TERM 2026

Wednesday 20th May - Colourful Semantics
https://forms.office.com/e/FFpn5Xdtwa

Wednesday 17th June - Trauma and Attachment awareness
https://forms.office.com/e/snYaHBgEn7

https://forms.office.com/e/sKxVqmPDGK
https://forms.office.com/e/KxrX58nnUm
https://forms.office.com/e/FFpn5Xdtwa
https://forms.office.com/e/snYaHBgEn7











